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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

As  soon  as,  and  if,  we  IltLVy  a  nerr-farnr  1UW  V°u  c^n  expect  airworthy 
material  about  it  from  here  as  fast  as  possible,    This  will  be  especially- 
useful  if  there  is  a  soil  bank. 

Press  releases  and  wire  services  will,  of  course,  carry  the  bill's 
provisions. 

A  tape  recording,  probably  voiced  by  Secretary  Benson,  explaining  the 
main  points  of  the  bill,  will  go  forward  from  here  to  all  radio  farm  directors 
on  our  list  within  2k  hours  of  signing  of  the  bill.    This  will  run  around  k  to 
5  minutes,  we  expect.    Available  upon  special  request,  in  return  for  blank 
tapes,  will  be  other  tapes  of  comparable  length,  covering  various  aspects  of 
the  soil  bank  (different  crops,  acreage  reserve,  conservation  reserve,  etc.) 

Radio  scripts  dealing  with  the  soil  bank  are  being  sent  to  USDA  per- 
sonnel in  the  field  for  their  help  in  cooperating  with  radio  stations. 

A  TV  package  containing  graphic  visuals  and  script  explaining  provi- 
sions of  the  soil  bank  will  go  to  regular  recipients  of  the  weekly  USDA 
television  package  and  to  others  upon  request.    This  will  be  a  bonus  package. 
A  six-minute  film  adapted  for  TV  is  planned  for  speedy  production,  also  to 
be  furnished  as  a  bonus  package.    A  13^  minute  film,  adapted  to  TV,  also 
will  be  available  upon  request,  as  now  planned. 

An  adequate  amount  of  printed  material  explaining  the  provisions  of 
the  new  law  will  be  mailed  to  you  as  fast  as  it  can  be  obtained. 

You  will,  of  course,  want  to  keep  your  listeners  up  to  date  on  all 
phases  of  the  bill  which  concern  them.    We'll  do  our  best  to  keep  you  supplied 
with  information  without  using  the  avalanche  technique.    County  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  (ASC)  Committees  will  be  prepared  to  fill  you 
in  on  details  and  give  you  the  local  angles.    Please  stand  by. 

Pass  the  Biscuits,  Pappy 

USDA  this  week  announced  terms  for  buying  up  to  100  million  bushels 
more  grain  bin  capacity,  to  ease  storage  problems  in   9    north  central  states 
.  .  .  Department  economists  warned  potato  farmers  in  the  29  late  potato  states 
that  if  they  actually  plant  their  reported  acreage  intentions,  average  yields 
would  produce  a  crop  substantially  larger  than  the  275  million  bushel  crop 
recommended  as  this  year's  marketing  guide.    They  suggest  that  growers  can 
solve  a  big  share  of  their  marketing  problems  at  planting  time  by  not  plant- 
ing surplus  acres.  .  .  .  Commenting  on  the  signing  by  President  Eisenhower 
of  the  bill  providing  funds  to  continue  brucellosis  control,  Secretary 
Benson  foresaw  ultimate  victory  over  this  disease.    He  said  that  through  the 
cooperation  of  farmers  and  ranchers,  and  state  and  Department  animal  health 
authorities,  brucellosis,  like  TB  in  cattle,  can  be  brought  under  control. 
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Yes,  We  Have  No  Surplus  Butter 

As  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  to  the  National  Hereford  Congress  at 
Tucson,  Arizona,  Wednesday,  our  major  agricultural  problem  now  is  surpluses  - 
price- depressing  market- destroying  surpluses.  ...  In  speaking  to  various 
farm  organizations  at  Salt  Lake  City,  yesterday,  the  Secretary  indicated 
production  and  consumption  of  dairy  products  are  coming  into  better  balance. 
He  called  the  dairy  business  one  of  the  brightest  spots  in  American  agri- 
culture.   He  reported  that  during  the  past  year,  use  of  milk  increased  %, 
per  capita  consumption  of  butter  increased  2$,  milk  prices  increased  Vft, 
farm  income  from  sale  of  milk  increased  2fo.    In  l5k  stocks  of  CCC-owned 
butter  stood  at  k66  million  pounds.    Today  CCC  stocks  of  butter  have  all 
been  committed  to  program  outlets  during  the  next  few  months.    We  are  out 
of  butter.'    At  least  for  a  while. 

Export  Trade  Stimuli 

April  8  through  22,  U.  S.  Departments  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  will 
jointly  sponsor  an  exhibit  at  the  Japan  Trade  Fair  in  Osaka.  Agricultural 
exhibits  will  feature  dairy,  wheat,  cotton,  tobacco,  soybean  products,  and 
rice.    This  is  the  fourth  in  the  Department's  series  of  market  promotion 
displays.    Jim  Hill,  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  has  accompanied  the  American  Dairy 
Princess  Ruth  Peterson  of  Austin,  Minn. ,  to  Osaka,  for  radio  and  TV  coverage 
of  the  Fair.    The  others  were  in  Cologne,  Germany;  Bogota,  Colombia;  and 
Ciudad  Trujillo,  Dominican  Republic.  .  .  .  The  dairy  educational  exhibit  in 
Colombia  created  so  much  public  interest,  the  Department  has  selected  it 
as  the  first  country  for  its  dairy  product  program,  to  increase  the  use  of 
milk  and  dairy  products.    A  dairy  industrialist,  a  technologist,  and  an 
education  specialist  are  being  sent  to  that  country  to  survey  the  situation 
and  prospects,  in  which  they  will  work  closely  with  the  local  dairy  industry. 
This  project  is  going  forward  under  an  agreement  with  the  non-profit  dairy 
educational  organization  incorporated  in  the  U.S.  and  known  as  the  Dairy 
Industries  Society,  International.    That  agreement  calls  for  promotion  of 
markets  for  dairy  products  in  Latin  America,  the  Far  East,  and  the 
Mediterranean  countries  on  a  country- by- country  basis. 

School  Milk  and  Gasoline  Tax 

In  addition  to  the  health  benefits  to  the  children,  Secretary  Benson 
figures  the  new  law  expanding  the  school  milk  program  will  create  an  outlet 
for  $75  million  worth  of  dairy  products  a  year  for  the  next  two  years.  .  . 
He  also  noted  that  the  law  relieving  farmers  of  the  federal  tax  on  gasoline 
will  ease  farmers'  operating  costs  this  year  by  about  $60  million  and  more 
in  future  years.    The  Secretary  considers  this  especially  important  now 
that  farmers  are  being  squeezed  between  low  income  and  high  production  costs. 

R.I. P.  -  Our  famed  parthenogenetic  (fatherless)  poult  gave  up  the  ghost  on 
Easter  Sunday  after  an  attempted  change  in  his  diet  of  cottage  cheese  and 
boiled  eggs.    This  historic  turkey  had  lived  21  days.    Meanwhile,  another 
poult,  hatched  from  a  infertile  egg  at  Beltsville,  has  survived  for  12  days, 
at  this  writing. 
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Farm-City  Week  Goes  International 

John  Bradshaw,  CBC,  Toronto,  Canada,  was  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Farm-City  Week  at  a  meeting  in  Chicago,  recently.    Dix  Harper, 
Chicago,  Sec 'y-Treas.  of  NATRFD,  is  co-chairman,  along  with  Louis  Wilson, 
Nat'l  Plant  Food  Institute,  of  the  Farm-City  Week  Public  Relations  Committee 

Dates  this  year  are  Nov.  16-23  and  Col,  W.  H.  "Bill"  Adam3,  for 

the  last  four  years  RFD  at  KGO,  San  Francisco,  is  radio  director  for  the 
California  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  and  starting  this  week  is  heard  over  an 

station  network  daily,  Monday  through  Friday,  from  the  Bay  to  the  Imperial 
Valley.    During  World  liar  II  then-Capt.  Bill  installed  and  staffed  the  army's 
first  radio  station,  KODK,  in  Kodiak,  Alaska.  .  .  .  Last  Saturday  Don  Nelson, 
newly- appointed  radio-TV  supervisor  for  the  U.  of  Conn.,  took  over  as  MC 
for  WTIC ' s  "Connecticut  Farm  Forum" ,  heard  each  Sat.  for  the  past  17  years 

  Migration  is  still  going  on  in  Indian  Territory.    From  his  job 

at  KLC0*  Poteau,  Okla. ,  Jim  Jordan  (not  to  be  confused  with  Fibber  McGee) 
has  taken  over  managership  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Muskogee 
Chamber  of  Commerce  with  lots  of  good  Arkansas  River  bottom  land  in  his 
area.    Congratulations,  Jim.    It  was  at  the  Muskogee  State  Fair  that  we 
first  uttered  words  into  a  live  radio  mike,  through  the  courtesy  of  Edd 
Lemons  who  was  doing  a  remote  for  KBIX,  circa  1938.    That  didn't  stop  Edd's 
career,  though.    He  went  on  to  greater  things  as  first  full  time  farm  editor 
at  WKY,  Okla.  City,  now  is  Agri.  Info.  Chief  at  Okla.  A  t  M. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Big  picture  of  Frank  Atwood  and  one  of  the  195^  borrowers  of  the  WTIC 
Farm  Youth  Program  revolving  fund  in  the  Spring  issue  of  the  Nat'l  Plant 
Food  Institute's  "Plant  Food  Review"  (edited  by  Del  Rucker)  along  with  3-page 
story  of  the  Program.  .  .  Don  Miller,  Editor,  NAC  News  Service  (Nat'l  Agri. 
Chem.  Ass'n)  announces  his  first  platter  series  of  fungicides  featuring 
short  statements  by  experts  in  this  field  in  the  Department  and  the  Conn. 
Exp.  Sta.    It's  available  free  to  RFDs  and.  program  directors.    Don  also  says 
his  platter  on  pesticide  safety  is  being  used  by  700  broadcasting  stations 

  Bill  Shomette,  KENS,  San  Antonio,  has  given  up  airing  his  daily 

show  from  his  farm,  though  he  still  lives  there.    Too  much  line  trouble..... 
Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  did  a  nice  air  tribute  to  Bill  Overbeck  of  the 
Area  Marketing  Info.  Office  there,  who  does  markets  for  Murray's  programs, 

on  the  occasion  of  the  Ulst  anniversary  of  the  market  news  service  

Spot  announcement:    Hollis  Seavey,  director  of  the  Clear  Channel  Broadcasting 
Service,  is  currently  in  seclusion  with  a  case  of  chicken  pox.  Speedy 
recovery^  Hollis. 

Herb  Releases  Russian  Film 

Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  let  NATRFD  members  know  by  letter  this 
week  that  the  films,  colored  slides,  and  flip  charts  he  has  made  up  of  his 
tour  of  the  Soviet  Union  last  summer  are  now  available  for  use  on  a  no- charge 
basis,  first  come,  first  served,    To  get  the  films  processed,  he  borrowed 
some  of  the  money  his  good  wife,  Mary  Frances,  had  been  saving  up  for  a  new 
living  room  rug,  so  be  sure  to  pay  the  postage  if  you  take  advantage  of 
Herb's  offer.    He  represented  radio  and  TV  on  the  unofficial  tour  with  U.S. 
farmers  and  agricultural  leaders. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  $-lk 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  April  Ik,  12  to  12:30  p.m. 
EST.  "USDA  Headlines"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Meet  the  Maid  of  Cotton"; 
"Four  Outstanding  Young  Farmers  of  ' 56" J  and  "Annual  Meeting  of  Council  for 
Agr'l  and  Chemurgic  Research". 

NBC  "Weekday"  Thurs.  April  12,  10:35  a.m.  Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor  in  New  York,  about  freezing 
combination  main  dishes. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  April  1^,9:15  to  9:30am  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  April  Ik,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     "Seed  Certification"  with 
Bob  Garrison  and  Bob  Mattison  of  Clemson  College,  S.C.,  and  "Our  1956  Insect 
Problem"  with  Kelvin  Dorward,  ARS. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Soil  Steward- 
ship Week  with    Nolen  .  Fuquay,  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts. 

USDA  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  April  13 .    "Better  Eggs  for  your  Table". 
Photos  showing  the  progress  of  a  new  technique  in  more  efficient  candling 
and  grading  of  eggs.    Adaptable  in  every  state. 

Those  Redcoats  Again 

Could  you  use  an  occasional  short  tape  about  agriculture  in  the  British 
Isles?    Most  of  our  livestock  and  poultry  breeds  and  much  of  our  agricultural 
system  came  here  from  there,  you  know. 

We  have  just  auditioned  a  5- win.  sample  taped  agricultural  report 
voiced  from  the  BBC  in  London  by  Alastair  Dunnett,  a  likeable,  red-headed 
Scot  who  does  a  lot  of  broadcasting  about  farming, 

On  it,  Alastair  does  a  good  job  of  reporting  new  farm  legislation  in 
England  and  what  the  farmers  say  about  it.    Some  of  them  say  plenty.  The 
BBC  offers  to  make  such  tapes  available  on  a  regular  basis  at  a  very  nominal 
cost  (for  processing  and  mailing)  to  American  RFDs  who  are  interested.  The 
more  takers,  the  less  the  cost.    It  would  be  fed  by  short  wave  from  London 
to  New  York,  transcribed  and  duplicated  there  by  BBC's  New  York  office. 

In  view  of  interest  in  foreign  tapes  expressed  to  us  by  several  RFDs, 
we  pass  this  along  to  you.    If  you'd  like  to  audition  the  tape  we  have  now, 
we'll  lend  it  to  you. 

Maybe  five  minutes  is  too  long.    Maybe  a  one-minute  or  two-minute 
regular  feature  on  British  agriculture,  with  human  interest  as  well  as 
straight  farm  news,  would  appeal  to  some  of  you.    Would  it?    Maybe  you'd 
like  to  suggest  special  topics. 

Smokeless  Signals 

Texas  television  stations  (of  which  there  are  35)  have  received  station- 
break  slides  from  the  Texas  Forest  Service,  carrying  the  station's  call  letters, 
channel  number  and  location,  plus  illustrated  fire  prevention  plug,  according 
to  "Fire  Control  Notes",  published  by  USDA's  Forest  Service. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief/ 
Radio  S:  Television  Service 


RFD  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -iU.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

r    JUN  1  -  1956  * 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Letter  No.  712 
April  13,  1956 


While  we  are  waiting  for  final  word  on  the  Soil  Bank  prospects,  let's 
consider  some  of  the  other  interesting  developments  this  week.    They  include 
several  crop  reports,  which  might  be  summarized  in  the  words  of  reporters  in 
most  parts  of  the  country:    "It's  a  late  spring."    That  is  especially  true  in 
the  North.    Even  so,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  says  farm  work  and  crop  affairs 
made  some  progress  last  month  and  are  now  ready  for  rapid  advance  as  soon  as 
warm  weather  and  dry  soils  permit.    The  production  of  spring  vegetables  is 
expected  to  be  somewhat  above  production  in  the  spring  a  year  ago.    Larger  acre- 
ages of  some  crops  and  higher  yields  of  the  hardy  times  point  toward  k  percent 
bigger  tonnage  than  last  year.    The  prospective  acreage  of  snap  beans,  cabbage, 
sweet  corn,  green  peas  and  winter  and  early  spring  spinach  for  commercial  pro- 
cessing is  about  10  percent  more  than  last  year. 

Market  Moves  for  Home  and  Export 

Ghee  made  the  news  again  in  a  big  way.    As  you  recall,  ghee  is  a 
product  used  in  the  Far  and  Middle  East  that  can  be  made  by  boiling  butter.  It 
keeps  without  refrigeration.    Today  the  Department  announced  that  Pakistan  has 
been  issued  an  authorization  to  finance  the  buying  of  nearly  2%  million  dollars 

worth  of  ghee  to  be  made  from  butter  produced  in  this  country  Earlier 

in  the  week,  USDA  announced  a  program  to  improve  our  soybean  export  trade  with 
Japan.    Among  first  steps  will  be  a  study  to  find  how  U.  S.  soybeans  compare 
with  those  from  other  countries.    Another  program  will  demonstrate  to  manufac- 
turers in  Japan  the  suitability  of  U.  S.  soybeans  in  preparing  important  Japanese 

food  products  This  week  too  the  Department  announced  the  first  sale 

under  CCC's  program  for  export  sales  of  surplus  commodities  on  credit.    The  sale 
was  5^,000  pounds  of  fire-cured  tobacco  to  western  Europe.  .  .  And  here  at  home, 
USDA  announced  that  the  state  of  Maine  and  our  AMS  will  try  out  the  new  potato 
flakes  on  a  market  in  a  Northeastern  city  this  spring  and  summer.    The  potato 
flakes  form  mashed  potatoes  when  mixed  with  milk  and  water.    They  are  a  new 
product  developed  by  the  USDA  Eastern  Utilization  Laboratory  at  Upper  Darby,  Pa. 


Vast  Surplus  Grain  Problem- -Bids  dates  for  buying  that  100  million  bushels 
more  of  grain  bin  capacity  were  announced  today.    CCC-owned  storage  bins  already 
have  a  capacity  of  Qdh  million  bushels,  and  about  10,000  commercial  warehouses 
are  now  storing  government-owned  grain.    They  represent  a  storage  capacity  of 
almost  2  billion  bushels. 
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Revolution  in  Farming  Methods 

In  talking  to  the  North  Atlantic  Regional  Conference  on  Agricultural 
Education  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  this  week,  AMS  Admn.  Oris  Wells  pointed  out 
that  the  virtual  revolution  in  farming  methods  and  practices,  which  has  been 
going  on  since  the  opening  of  World  War  II,  has  apparently  not  yet  run  its 
full  course.    Farmers  have  been  substituting  mechanical  power,  fertilizer, 
and  improved  strains  of  field  seed  and  livestock  for  land  and  labor.  In 
spite  of  the  sharp  decline  in  the  number  of  farm  workers  and  the  fact  that 
acreage  of  cultivated  land  is  almost  the  same  as  30  years  ago,  we  have  a 
steadily  rising  farm  output.    Adran.  Wells  predicted  average  farm  prices  and 
farmers'  costs  likely  to  hold  comparatively  level  for  some  time  ahead. 

Summarizing  the  chief  trends  in  agriculture  at  this  time,  he  noted: 

(1)  Farm  production  continues  to  increase  in  spite  of  the  disappearance 
of  emergency  demand. 

(2)  Farming  is  more  and  more  a  commercialized  cash-cost  operation; 
using  more  and  more  machinery,  fertilizer,  etc.,  and  less  manpower  and  land. 

(3)  Farm  prices  and  income  have  now  been  going  down  for  several  years, 
while  nonfarm  incomes  have  moved  strongly  upward. 

(k)  Farm  population  has  been  going  down  for  20  years  now  -  while  the 
dividing  line  between  the  small  scale,  low  income  farm,  and  the  commercial 
scale,  larger  farm  becomes  increasingly  sharp. 

Farm  Safety  Clinic  May  15 

The  Farm  Safety  Clinic    here  in  the  Department  May  15 ,  as  part  of  the 
President's  Conference  on  Occupational  Safety,  will  aim  to  appraise  all 
possible  ways  for  safeguarding  farm  people  from  accidents  on  the  farm,  in  the 
farm  home,  and  on  rural  highways.    Group  discussions  by  farm  leaders  will  try 
to  bring  understanding  of  the  best  practices  of  safe  living  in  the  country. 
This  is  something  we  can  all  do  something  about  -  we  hope. 

Big  Boost  to  Broiler  Business 

This  year  the  States  and  Federal  Government  are  spending  some  $160 
million  for  agricultural  research.    That's  about  96  cents  a  person  a  year. 
About  50  cents  of  that  comes  from  the  Federal  Government,  the  other  k6  cents 
from  the  States.    Those  are  the  figures  ARS  Dr.  Erwin  Elting  gave  a  joint 
Conference  of  Directors  of  Extension  and  Experiment  Stations  of  the  Southern 
States  at  College  Station,  Texas,  on  Tuesday.    As  an  example  of  the  returns 
from  research  money,  he  cited  the  spectacular  gains  in  broiler  production. 
Twenty  years  ago,  broiler  production  was  a  fringe  farm  operation  worth  §2k 
million  to  farmers.    Today,  it  is  a  highly  commercialized  business  which 
year  before  last  grossed  $:G00  million.    Production  has  increased  almost  2^00$. 

Dr.  Elting  pointed  out  that  research  has  added  so  much  new  informa- 
tion on  poultry  feeding  that  the  ration  now  gives  a  half-pound  more  poultry 
meat  in  9  weeks  on  a  half-pound  less  feed  than  did  the  ration  of  twenty  years 
ago.    A  grower  can  produce  k2  percent  more  meat  from  the  same  amount  of  feed 
he  used  back  then.    The  "chicken  of  tomorrow"  is  here  today  in  the  form  of 
vigorous  hybrids  now  favored  in  poultry  markets. 

The  time  needed  to  produce  a  3-pound  broiler  has  been  cut  by  nearly 
one-third.    And  the  labor  efficiency  in  producing  broilers  has  improved  by 
far  greater  margins  than  that  for  other  livestock  enterprises. 


-  3  - 


Plant  Research  Plans  for  '57 

Today  the  prospect  for  adding  new  crops  to  our  economy  is  the  bright- 
est in  history.    That's  vhat  our  director  of  crops  research,  Dr.  Albert  Moseman, 
told  the  Annual  Cheinurgic  Conference  in  Chicago  yesterday.    Dr.  Moseman  pointed 
out  that  new  crops  will  help  us  readjust  farm  production  to  fit  current  needs. 
He  said  the  1957  budget  for  the  Department  calls  for  a  sizeable  expansion  of 
research  on  new  crops.    Over  half  a  million  dollars  will  go  into  studies  on  the 
introduction  and  production  of  new  crops  and  another  half  million  for  research 
on  their  use.    The  oilcrops       castorbeans,  saf flower,  and  sesame       will  get 
more  emphasis.    The  aim  will  be  to  breed  varieties  that  can  be  grown  under 
different  climatic  conditions  and  that  are  resistant  to  disease.    Among  many 
other  things,  the  new  funds  will  make  it  possible  to  begin  a  cooperative, 
systematic  and  continuous  examination  of  plants  for  potential  chemical  and 
industrial  uses. 

Ag.  Career  Opportunities  Outlined 

WLW's  (Cincinnati)  "Everybody's  Farm  Hour"  began  its  special  series 
of  features  on  "Career  Opportunities  in  Agriculture"  this  week.    Twice  a  week 
from  April  10  to  May  1  WLW  Farm  Department  cooperates  with  Ohio  State  University, 
Purdue  University,  University  of  Kentucky,  West  Virginia  University,  and  the 
American  Feed  Manufacturers  Association  to  underline  on- the -farm  and  off-the- 
farm  agricultural  jobs  available  to  ag.  graduates.    As  this  educational  feature 
points  out,  even  though  farm  population  is  declining  there  is  still  excellent 
opportunity  for  young  men  and  women  to  stay  in  agriculture  through  the  ever- 
increasing  number  of  related  fields,  such  as  sales,  research,  information,  and 

the  like  RFD  Paul  Vogel,  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  recently  interviewed 

Pianist-Poultryman,  Victor  Borge  and  Don  Pope,  of  Kansas  State  Feed  Technology 
School,  on  NBC's  Monitor  broadcast.    They  discussed  modern  livestock  feeding. 
Pope  made  a  special  formula  feed  for  the  Borge  flock,  which  was  presented  to 
the  not- so-melancholy  Dane  by  the  Midwest  Feed  Manufacturer's  Association.  .  .  . 
Each  Tuesday  since  Sept.,  West  Virginia  extension  radio  people  release  a  weekly 
taped  research  feature  "The  WVU  Farm  Family  Review"  to  7  widely- separated 
stations  in  W.  Va.    Foster  Mullenax,  the  Ext.  Radio-TV  Spec,  also  reports 
their  5-minute  weekly  tape  used  by  17  W.  Va.  stations. 

National  Soil  and  Water  Inventory 

Wednesday  Secretary  Benson  directed  SCS  to  begin  work  on  a  three-year 
inventory  of  this  country's  needs  for  soil  and  water  conservation.  Representa- 
tives of  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service,  Agricultural  Research 
Service,  Commodity  Stabilization  Service,  Extension  Service,  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  the  Forest  Service  and  SCS  will  form  a  committee  to  guide  the 
program,    The  aim  is  to  get  the  facts  and  figures  on  soil,  water,  and  plant 
resources  and  make  estimates  of  treatments  needed  to  protect  and  improve  these 
resources.    Plans  will  also  be  made  to  keep  such  figures  up  to  date  periodically 
after  the  first  survey  is  completed.    The  inventory  will  be  made  for  each  county 
in  the  U.S.,  and  state  and  local  agencies  will  be  asked  to  help,  as  will 
organizations  and  groups  concerned  with  soil,  water,  forest,  range  and  wildlife 
conservation.    Federal  land-management  agencies  in  other  Departments  are  being 
asked  to  cooperate  in  gathering  data. 

Push  Beef  -  Help  spread  the  word  -  it's  plentiful.    The  National  Meat  Promotion 
Committee  has  scheduled  a  special  promotional  campaign  effort  on  EEEF  from 
April  26  to  May  5-    See  Fact  Sheet  herewith.    Your  folks  can  enjoy  plenty  of 
high  quality  beef  during  the  next  couple  of  months.    This  is  the  season  when 
more  and  more  fed  cattle  come  to  market. 


-  k  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  16-21 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  April  21,9:15  to  9:30am  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  April  21,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "A  Rural  Community  Builds  its 
Future"  with  Arthur  Smith,  Radio  Editor  of  Ohio  State  University;  and  "Inter- 
national Farming"  with  Knowlton  Nash. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat,  April  21,  12  to  12:30  p.m. 
EST.    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  from  Oklahoma 
A  £  M's  Feeders'  Day". 

NBC  "Weekday"  Thurs.  April  19,  10:35  a.m.  Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor  in  New  York,  about  freezing 
fruits  and  vegetables. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Starting  Home 
Extension  Program  from  Scratch"  with  Miss  Zohr&  Samii  of  Iran  and  Layne  Beaty. 

USDA  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  April  20.    "Beltsville  Newsreel  No.  2"  - 
Second  in  a  series  of  film  clips  describing  three  more  fields  of  farm  research 
now  under  way  at  the  Agricultural  Research  Center  in  Beltsville,  Md. 


Background  of  New  Trade  Patterns 


As  you  know,  U.S.  farm  exports  don't  look  the  same  as  they  did.  The 
best  quickie  reviews  we've  seen  of  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  are  the 
read-at-a-glance  charts  in  the  2U-page  FAS  publication  U.S.  Agricultural 
Exports  in  Historical  Perspective.    If  you  want  a  copy,  write  us  and  we  will 
see  that  you  get  one  -  -  In  about  two  weeks,  sre  expect  to  send  you  a  companion 
piece  called  "Facts  on  U.S.  Agricultural  and  Other  Imports."    It  will  run  just 
12  pages. 

Radio  Replaces  Roosters  in  Nebraska 

But  first  add  RFD  globetrotters:    Roy  Gumtow,  WKOW-TV,  Madison,  Wis,, 

is  just  back  from  a  vacation  in  Europe  with  his  family  And  we  are 

glad  to  learn,  via  Louis  Wilson,  that  Vestal  Taylor  (on  leave  from  WSNC , 
Fayetteville,  N.C.)  is  making  good  progress  in  his  recovery  from  tuberculosis. 
Vestal  was  chairman  of  the  regional  NATRFD  before  taking  leave.    You  might 
wish  to  write  him  at  Room  201,  North  Carolina  Sanatorium,  McCain,  N.  C. 
....  Max  Kirkland  '(Ext.  TV  spec,  at  Rutgers)  launches  a  new  farm  show  on 
WCAU-TV,  Philadelphia, on  April  16.    It's  a  6:30  a.m.  spot,  and  his  first 
feature  will  be  on  lawn  care  with  a  Rutgers  turf  specialist.    Max  says  he  ex- 
pects many  poultry  and  dairy  producers  to  put  TV  monitors  in  their  barns  and 
chicken  houses  now.    Okay,  but  leave  'em  off  the  tractors.  .  .  .  Meanwhile, 
Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  says  a  lot  of  his  farmers  listen  to  his  6:30  a.m.  radio 
broadcast  IN  BED,  having  been  awakened  in  time  for  it  by  their  clock  radios. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Ci  Television 
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already  bad  much  of  the  news  from  these  parts  from  Chief  Layne  Beaty  in  person. 
Yesterday  he  phoned  us  here  that  there  were  about  ten  RFDs  taking  part  in  good 
lively  sessions  of  the  Agricultural  Clinic  of  the  Education  by  Radio  meeting. 
Clyde  Keathley;  WRFD,  presided.    NATRFD  Prexy  John  McDonald  was  there. 


Follow-Up  on  President's  Message 


Following  President  Eisenhower's  statement  Monday  that  prompt  adminis- 
trative action  would  be  taken  to  improve  farm  income,  Secretary  Benson  on 
Tuesday  announced  the  full  details  of  the  new  cotton  e:q?ort  program  we  wrote 
you  about  March  2.    As  you  will  recall,  under  that  program  CCC  stocks  of 
cotton  will  be  periodically  offered  for  export  sale  on  a  competitive  basis, 
but  no  actual  exports  will  be  made  on  this  basis  until  after  the  new  cotton 

marketing  year  begins  August  1  The  same  day  US  DA  also  announced  this 

year's  crop  cotton  supports,  on  upland  and  extra  long  staple  cotton,  at  prices 
that  reflect  82{,  percent  of  parity  for  upland  cotton,  and  75  percent  of  parity 

for  extra  long  staple  cotton  On  Wednesday  Secretary  Benson  increased 

dairy  support  prices  to  58.6  cents  a  pound  of  butterfat  and  $3*25  a  hundred 
pounds  of  manufacturing  milk  for  the  marketing  year  ending  March  31  of  '57- 
To  carry  out  these  increases,  CCC  immediately  upped  its  buying  prices  by  2 
cents  a  pound  on  butter  and  one  cent  a  pound  on  cheese.    Those  better  CCC 
buying  prices  enable  processors  to  increase  prices  paid  to  dairy  farmers  by 
10  cents  a  hundred  on  manufacturing  mill:  and  2.k  cents  a  pound  on  butterfat. 

Soil  Stewardship  Urged  by  Secretary 

In  a  statement  released  last  week,  Secretary  Benson  urged  snldespread 
participation  in  Soil  Stewardship  Week  which  begins  on  Sunday,  May  5,  which 
also  is  Rural  Life  Sunday.     "All  of  us  should  have  a  daily  awareness",  the 
Secretary  said,  "of  the  spiritual  values  of  conserving  and  wisely  using  soils, 
water,  plants,  and  wildlife.    The  forthcoming  observance  is  a  special  time 
in  which  conservation  groups,  farm,  church,  youth    and  civic  organizations 
will  join  in  helping  create  this  awareness  by  all  our  citizens." 

Secretary  Benson  also  has  stressed  that  both  Soil  Stewardship  Week  and 
Rural  Life  Sunday  can  bring  about  a  greater  consciousness  amor.g  all  our  people 
of  the  importance  of  husbanding  our  soil. 
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Pot  Luck  with  Maynard  Speece 

As  the  last  15  minutes  of  his  Sunday  Morning  Farm  Hour,  Maynard  Speece, 
WCCO,  Minneapolis,  is  taking  "Pot  Luck"  with  his  audience,  by  reading  gems  of 
poetry,  stories,  and  what-have-you  that  his  listeners  send  in  -  laugh-provoke rs 
and  tear-jerkers  -  along  with  pictures  of  some  of  WCCO's  other  activities. 
The  "Hour"  starts  at  8  a.m.  with  Agriculture  USA,  followed  "by  Your  Farm 
Neighbor  round-up  of  the  week's  weather,  farm  news,  and  markets.    At  8:30 
comes  15  minutes  of  local,  regional  and  national  news  done  by  Jim  Hill,  at 
8:^5  the  Farm  Forum,  including  specialist  interviews,  road  conditions,  county 
agent  reports  of  farm  meetings,  and  then  for  the  last  15  minute  segment  for 

good  balance  and  better  listening  Maynard  puts  on  "Pot  Luck"  and 

speaking  of  luck,  Claude  Mahoney,  Radio  and  TV  Farm  Director  for  CBS,  is  in 
Doctors  Hospital  in  Washington  with  a  chip  out  of  his  backbone.    Mahoney  says 
he  found  a  place  to  get  next  winter's  fireplace  wood  free,  and  because  it  was 
free,  he  tried  to  load  it  all  on  the  jeep  at  once.  .   .  .  RFD  Jack  Timmons, 
KWKH,  Shreveport,  La.,  reports  they  are  holding  the  second  of  their  annual 
Ark-La-Tex  Dairy  Conferences  on  April  23-    U.  of  Ark.  College  of  Agriculture, 
La.  State  U.  Ag.  College,  and  Texas  A  u  M  cooperate  with  the  Station  in 
sponsoring  the  program. 

More  Dangers  on  the  Farm 

Safety  folks  around  here  see  some  encouraging  progress  in  cutting  down 
on  farm  work  accidents  during  the  past  few  years.    But  they  point  out  that 
continuously  expanding  mechanization  and  more  use  of  poisonous  chemicals  in 
farming  are  also  boosting  the  chances  of  getting  hurt  and  the  need  for  more 
care.    That  is  why  we  are  all  watching  to  see  what  comes  out  of  the  President's 
Farm  Safety  Clinic  here  at  the  Department  May  15 «  .... 

Atom  Fuel  for  Farm  Electricity 

Today  REA  announced  that  two  of  its  co-ops  propose  building  generating 
plants  that  will  be  powered  by  atomic  fuel.    The  co-ops,  the  Rural  Cooperative 
Power  Association  of  Elk  River,  Minn.,  and  the  Wolverine  Electric  Co-op  of  Big 
Rapids,  Wis.,  aim  to  take  part  in  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission's  power  demonstra 
tion  reactor  program,  if  they  can  borrow  the  money  for  their  part  in  the  project 
from  REA.    REA  Adm'r  Ancher  Nelsen  says  REA  will  consider  the  loans  as  though 
conventional  plants  were  involved,  as  it  is  proposed  in  each  case  that  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission  finance  and  keep  title  to  the  reactor  which  provides 
the  fuel  while  the  co-op  provides  the  electrical  part  of  the  plant.    The  Rural 
Co-op  Power  Association  operates  in  an  area  where  fuel  costs  run  among  the 
highest  in  the  country. 

Action  on  Corn  and  Tobacco 

Tuesday  the  Department  announced  that  it  would  permit  extention  of 
farm- stored  price  support  loans  on  '5^-crop  corn  under  reseal  for  another  12 
months  after  July  31«    ASC  Committees  in  the  13  States  where  corn  is  now 
under  reseal  will  determine  whether  or  not  the  extension  should  apply  in  their 
States.   .  .  .  Wednesday  USDA  announced  this  year  crop  price  supports  on  Burley, 
flue-cured,  Maryland,  and  cigar  filler  and  cigar  binder  tobacco  at  90  percent 
of  parity.    Loans  on  fire-cured  tobacco  at  75  percent  of  the  Burley  rate,  and. 
on  dark  air-cured  and  Virginia  sun-cured  at  66  2/3  percent  of  the  Burley  rate  . 
These  are  the  rates  required  under  existing  law. 
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Chief  Potato  Breeder  Reports  Progress 

Dr.  Fred  Stevenson,  who  retires  May  31  as  ARS  potato  chief,  has  made 
his  26th  and  last  annual  report  on  the  National  Potato  Breeding  Program. 
Dr.  Bob  Akeley  will  succeed  him.    Since  1932  about       new  varieties  of  potatoes 
have  been  named  and  released  under  this  Federal-State  cooperative  plan.  About 
60  percent  of  the  seed  certified  in  the  U.S.  last  year  was  of  varieties 
developed  by  these  cooperators.    Over  the  years  they  have  imported  numerous 
varieties  from  abroad  that  have  contributed  useful  disease  resistance  for 
building  up  breeding  stocks  here.    They  have  produced  hundreds  of  lines  of 
potatoes  with  combinations  of  characters  never  known  before.    Some  of  these 
have  proved  of  untold  value  to  the  potato  industry,  as  well  as  to  potato 
breeders  in  the  U.S.  and  many  foreign  countries. 

Big  Boll  Weevil  Attack  Feared 

Surveys  by  the  States  and  the  USDA  show  about  twice  as  many  boll 
weevils  this  spring  as  last  spring  in  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  North 
Carolina,  and  Georgia.    Each  spring  and  fall  specialists  search  samples  of 
surface  woods  trash  for  boll  weevils  and  make  estimates  of  per-acre  numbers. 
In  the  strategic  cotton- growing  sections  of  Louisiana,  they  have  found  more 
boll  weevils  than  in  any  spring  in  the  past  twenty  years. 

VE  Quarantine  Lifted  in  California 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  the  climax  of  a  2^-year  battle  to 
stamp  out  VE  in  hogs  in  California.    All  known  California  cases  of  this  virus 
infection  have  been  cleared  out  by  the  combination  of  garbage  cooking  and 
quarantine.    The  last  remaining  Federal  VE  quarantine  in  California  was 
lifted  this  week.    In  all,  the  disease  has  struck  in  h2  States  affecting  herds 
of  hogs  totaling  980,000.    Now  the  vets  say  only  one  entire  county  and  parts 
of  21  other  counties  in  the  three  States  of  Conn.,  Mass.,  and  N.J.  are  still 
under  VE  quarantine.    The  prospects  of  eventually  eradicating  this  disease 
from  the  U.S.  look  good. 

Targets  Set  for  Bangs  Clean- Up 

During  the  next  5  years,  23  States  hope  to  have  all  their  dairy  herds 
certified  as  modified  brucellosis  free.    All  but  one  of  those  States  has  set 
similar  target  dates  for  beef  cattle  as  well.    Three  States  are  already 
certified.    And  the  special  committee  of  consultants  the  Secretary  appointed 
to  review  the  brucellosis  campaign  this  week  urged  all  States  to  establish 
target  dates  for  brucellosis  certification.     In  its  report,  the  Committee 
emphasized  the  importance  of  vaccinating  calves  and  more  use  of  the  milk  and 
cream  ring  tests  along  with  blood  tests  in  efforts  to  stamp  out  the  disease. 

Summer  Water  Forecast  Good 

The  western  water  outlook  for  the  coming  summer  was  summarized  yesterday 
by  USDA.    This  forecast  based  on  snow  surveys  showed  that  streamflow  from  snow 
melt  will  run  much  above  average  in  the  whole  northern  half  of  the  western  U.S. 
However,  summer  flow  of  Rio  Grande  in  New  Mexico  and  Colorado  in  Arizona  is 
expected,  to  amount  to  only  one- quarter  of  normal.    Mild  to  severe  shortages 
of  water  were  forecast  for  the  country  south  of  a  line  from  central  Colorado 
through  Great  Salt  Lake  to  the  southern  end  of  the  central  valley  of  California. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  23-28 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  April  28,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Handling  Sheep  on  High-Range 
Pasture"  with  Arch  Harney  in  Idaho;  and  "National  Home  Demonstration  Week"  with 
Frances  Scudder,  Fed.  Extension  Service, 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  April  28,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Home  Demonstration  Week"  with 
Alice  Skelsey;  "Radio  in  Forestry  Education";  and  "Southwestern  American 
Expositions. " 

NBC  "Weekday"  Thurs.  April  26,  10:35  a.m.    Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor,  in  New  York,  some  more 
about  freezing. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  April  28,  9:15  to  9:30am  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Pioneering  Home 
Demonstration  Work  in  Iran"  with  Miss  Zahra  Samii  of  Iran. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  April  27.    "Where  Does  Your  Food  Dollar 
Go?"    Cartoons  and  photos  explain  recent  research  findings  on  marketing  costs 
and  margins  between  what  the  farmer  and  rancher  gets  for  his  cattle  and  hogs 
and  what  the  consumer  pays  in  the  market. 

"I  Open  the  Door" 

Extension  Service  tells  us  they  helped  make  a  13-|  minute  black  and 
white  sound  film,  called  "I  Open  the  Door"  which  shows  an  actual  home 
demonstration  agent  in  action  -  with  emphasis  on  family  planning,  making 
clothing,  and  more  efficient  kitchen  arrangement.    They  suggest  it  would  be 
particularly  timely  during  National  Home  Demonstration  Week  from  April  29  to 
May  5»    You  can  get  further  information  about  it,  or  request  it  through  the 
State  Extension  Editor  at  your  land-grant  college. 


"---a  Loaf  of  Bread  and  Thou" 


Last  year  the  consumer  paid  70  percent  more  for  a  loaf  of  white  bread 
than  he  or  she  did  ten  years  ago.    During  that  time,  the  farmer's  return  for 
the  wheat  and  other  ingredients  that  went  in  that  loaf  advanced  only  20  percent, 
Charges  for  processing  and  distributing  went  up  87  percent.    With  this  Letter 
we  are  sending  you  the  report  of  our  marketing  researchers  which  will  give  you 
the  more  detailed  analysis    "Marketing  Margins  for  White  Bread."  Sandwiched 
with  these  bread  margins  is  a  like  piece  on  pork  margins,  "Pork  Marketing 
Margins  and  Costs." 

'Friends  of  the  Land'  and  Water 


A  week  from  today,  April  2J,  the  "Friends  of  the  Land"  meet  in  Pittsburgh 
for  their  once  a  year  inventory  and  appraisal  of  this  country's  progress  in 
conservation.    All  phases  will  get  a  good  going-over  by  experts.    Our  SCS  Admn. 
Don  Williams  will  discuss  the  future  of  the  Watershed  Management  Program  in 
this  country. 

Sincerely, 


C7"*A.  Herndbn 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Back  from  Chicago,  CoT^fflol? fdSBPfflgifette ,  we  find  the  Medfly  has 
made  a  landing  near  Miami  and  Spring "crop  prospects  and  farm  price  programs 
are  bur sting  out  all  over. 

Following  the  President's  Farm  Message 

Monday,  Secretary  Benson  raised  price  supports  on  wheat,  com,  and 
rice.    On  Tuesday,  he  boosted  support  prices  on  peanuts  and  cottonseed. 
These  actions  made  the  minimum  national  average  support  price  for  '56-crop 
wheat  $2.00  a  bushel;  raised  the  minimum  price  support  base  for  '56-crop  corn 
to  $1.50  and  made  corn  price  supports  available  to  more  farmers;  and  increased 
the  minimum  national  support  price  for  '56-crop  rice  to  $4.50  per  hundred 
pounds,  or  82-^  of  parity  instead  of  the  previously  announced  75$.    The  price 
support  program  for  '56-crop  rice  has  similar  provisions  to  those  in  effect 
on  last  year's  crop,  but  in  effect  raises  supports  from  the  previously 
announced  $4.04  a  hundred  to  $4.50,    If  total  peanut  supplies  turn  out  as 
now  estimated,  peanut  support  prices  will,  as  required  by  law,  be  at  86  per- 
cent of  parity.    For  details  on  any  of  these  programs,  keep  in  touch  with 
your  State  and  County  Stabilization  and  Coneervation  (ASC )  offices. 

As  the  Situation  Looks  Now  - 


In  its  reviews  of  income  and  marketing,  demand  and  price,  AMS's  Outlook 
and  Situation  Board  this  week  estimated  little  over-all  change  in  the  price 
outlook  for  the  rest  of  this  year.    Prospects  indicate  farm  prices,  farm  costs, 
and  farm  incomes  will  probably  keep  fairly  close  to  present  levels.    The  in- 
centive level  for  this  year's  clip  of  wool  is  the  same  as  last  year.  Prices 
of  hogs  will  likely  prove  firmer  this  fall  than  last,  reflecting  cutbacks  in 
the  spring  pig  crop.  .  .  .  However,  production  of  most  livestock  and  livestock 
products  is  likely  to  run  larger  this  year  than  last.    If  farmers  carry  out 
their  first  of  March  plans,  '56  crop  acreages  may  be  down  a  little,  but  USDA 
crop  specialists  expect  the  total  farm  output  will  run  close  to  the  record 
output  of  last  year,  unless  weather  conditions  are  too  unfavorable. 

U.  S.  Mobilizes  against  Medfly 

That  one  of  the  world's  most  destructive  fruit  pests,  the  Mediterranean 
fruit  fly,  which  cost  Florida  fruit  growers  millions  in  1929,  had  shown  up 
again  on  the  outskirts  of  Miami.    Plans  now  in  the  making  for  concerted  Federal- 
State  efforts  call  for  destruction  of  all  fruit  within  the  infested  area. 
Eight  USDA  inspectors  have  gone  to  the  scene  to  help  in  the  cleanup.  Prospects 
for  stamping  out  the  infestation  appear  favorable. 
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New  Trends  in  Farm  Radio 

Our  Jules  Renaud,  who  took  in  the  NE  region  NATRFD-AAACE  Spring  Meet 
in  New  York  City,  reports  a  discussion  panel  on  New  Trends  noted  (1)  a  trend 
toward  more  information  on  policy  and  future  business;  (2)  Sunday  morning 
radio  programs  have  proved  effective;  (3)  Need  for  higher  quality  radio  scripts 
and  recordings;  (k)  Most  RFD's  prefer  their  radio  copy  from  State  College 
instead  of  USDA;  (5)  KDKA  has  given  up  live  music,  has  pushed  their  farm  pro- 
gram back  to  5:30  a.m.  and  thinks  their  KDKA  scholarships  a  good  idea  

George  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D.  has  splashed  through  with  something  new 
in  recordings.    Disguised  as  William  Clark,  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition, 
he  floated  down  the  Missouri  in  an  8x10  flatboat  manned  by  a  rifle-packing 
party  of  other  Yankton  C-of-Cs,  to  meet  Iowa  and  Nebraska  officials  coming  up 
river  by  boat,  near  Sioux  City.    An  Ampex  recorder  in  the  middle  of  the  flat- 
boat  with  six  volt  battery  and  converter  made  recordings  for  broadcast  going 
down  the  river.    Listeners  even  got  the  splashing  of  the  waves.  .  .  .  Bill 
Moshier,  KOMO,  Seattle,  says:  "Radio  farm  directors  are  the  only  people  broad- 
casting information  on  how  to  run  a  business.    They  are  well  trained  for  their 
work  and  are  respected  by  the  farmers  who  listen  to  them." 

Future  of  Water  Management 

Today  at  Pittsburgh,  SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  told  the  "Friends  of  the 
Land"  that  withdrawal  of  water  for  all  uses  in  the  U.S.  has  doubled  twice  in 
the  last  50  years  and  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  demand  will  double 
again  in  the  next  25  years,  if  not  sooner.    Water  will  become  a  significant 
limiting  factor  to  expanding  farm  production  and  the  growth  of  our  entire 
economy  in  the  years  ahead.    He  declared  that  our  future  progress  as  a  Nation 
will  depend  in  a  large  measure  on  water  management.    Fast  increasing  use  of 
water  for  irrigation  and  other  needs  in  the  East  make  it  necessary  to  seek 
maximum  use  of  all  water.    Adm'r  Williams  also  pointed  out  that  more  than 
1,000,000  acres  of  cultivable  land  is  going  into  non-farm  uses  every  year, 
including  some  of  the  flattest  and  most  fertile  farmlands. 

High  Freight  Rates  on  Farm  Products 

In  reviewing  the  marketing  and  transportation  situation  yesterday, 
the  AMS  Outlook  Board  pointed  out  that  the  recent  increase  in  railroad  freight 
rates  on  agricultural  products  lifted  the  level  of  those  rates  about  5  percent. 
The  AMS  specialists  say  these  rates  now  average  more  than  70  percent  above  the 
level  of  ten  years  ago.    The  largest  increases  have  been  in  rates  on  livestock 
and  meats  --  about  90  percent. 

Better  Educated  Eat  Lamb 

So  says  a  report  of  a  sample  survey  USDA  made  in  Cleveland.  People 
who  eat  lamb  are  more  likely  to  be  in  the  upper  income  group,  the  better 
educated  group,  and  over  ^-5  years  of  age.  .  .  .  Recent  trends  in  beef  and 
beef  prices  make  it  a  bargain  for  your  table  (See  "Price  of  Beef"  AMS  publica- 
tion No.  718  going  to  you  with  this  Letter).  .  .  .  The  Tongue -in- Cheek 
"unofficial"  program  Frank  Raymond,  WCYB ,  Bristol,  Va. ,  got  up  for  this  week- 
end's regional  NATRFD  meeting  is  a  collector's  item.  .  .  .  Henry  Schacht,  KNBC, 
San  Francisco,  is  just  back  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  .  .  Gilbert  Mot t la, 
head  of  Ext.  Div.  of  Communications  at  U.  of  Mass.  provides  ext.  specialists 
and  county  staffs  with  weekly  schedule  of  radio  network  farm  and  home  shows. 
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Five  Good  Broadcast  Meetings 

Last  week  saw  at  least  five  good,  meetings  in  the  "broadcasting  field, 
three  of  them  regional  NATRFD  conclaves  at  St.  Louis,  New  York,  and  Lafayette, 
Ind.    By  the  time  you  read  this,  the  SE  region  will  have  met  at  Bristol,  Va.- 
Tenn. ,  (Bristol  straddles  the  state  line;.    Good  sessions  are  reported  from 
them  so  far,  including  eye-witness  accounts  by  Dix  Harper,  sec'y-treas.  of 
NATKFD,  who  is  making  them  all. 

An  hilarious  experience  in  the  botanical  gardens  at  St.  Louis  and  visits 
to  agricultural  industrial  plants  seemed  to  high  point  the  interesting  meeting 
arranged  there  by  Chairman  Charlie  Slate,  East  Texas  Network,  Center,  Tex., 
and  Paul  Nelson  of  St.  Louis. 

At  New  York,  Chairman  Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  and  host  Phil  Alampi, 
WRCA,  N.Y. ,  with  the  help  of  many"  of  the  NBC  staff,  "broke  down  color"  TV  into 
all  its  prismatic  components  for  the  RFDs.    Jules  P.enaud  represented  this  office 
there.    During  the  meeting,  Frank  Atvood,  WTIC .  Hartford,  past  pres.  of  NATRFD, 
presented  Phil  with  a  bound  volume  of  congratulatory  letters  from  NATRFD  members 
in  recognition  of  his  imminent  move  to  the  Secretaryship  of  Agriculture  of 
New  Jersey. 

Tippecanoe  and  Tyler,  Too 

At  Lafayette,  which  is  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  near  the  famous  "battle- 
field, host  Horace  Tyler,  radio  specialist  at  Purdue  U. ,  and  regional  chairman 
Milt  Bliss,  NBC,  Chicago, ramrodded  a  Friday  night  and  Saturday  session  of  "busi- 
ness and  educational  activity,  which  included  visits  to  the  University  livestock 
station  to  see  results  of  stilbestrol  feeding  to  steers,  and  a  visit  to  a 
chemical  firm  where  stilbestrol  is  made. 

Interpretative  Role  of  Farm  Broadcasters 

The  agricultural  clinic  at  the  26th  Annual  Institute  for  Education  "by 
Radio  and  TV  at  Ohio  State  Univ.,  Columbus,  was  attended  by  about  a  dozen  farm 
broadcasters,  but  is  termed  "one  of  the  best  discussion  sessions"  of  all  time, 
by  some  of  the  participants.    NATRFD  Prexy,  John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  was 
on  hand.    Clyde  Keathley,  WRFD,  Uorthington,  Ohio, was  chairman.    Here,  much  of 
the  discussion  centered  around  the  opportunity  which  RFDs  have  for  serving 
agriculture  by  explaining  to  their  listeners  the  effect  to  be  had  on  them 
price-wise  and  market-wise,  etc.,  by  legislative  acts  on  agriculture,  trade 
agreements,  foreign  aid,  as  well  as  current  happenings  of  other  types. 

With  the  Bosses 

As  it  behooves  us  in  farm  broadcasting  to  understand  better  and  appreci- 
ate the  problems  that  management  has  to  live  with,  Monday  and  Tuesday  last  week 
I  attended  the  annual  convention  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio  and  TV 
Broadcasters  in  Chicago.    Station  and  network  management,  program  and  engineer- 
ing execs.,  and  allied  industries  took  part.    Highpoint  of  what  I  saw  and 
heard  included  a  demonstration  of  a  new  TV  tape  machine  which  can  reproduce 
TV  programs  with  high  fidelity  almost  immediately  after  recording.    The  tape 
runs  through  the  $75>000  recording  and  playback  unit  at  the  same  speed  as  sound 
tape  (7|  in.  per  sec).    One  network  already  has  three  of  these  on  order. 

At  one  session  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  sat  en  banc  for 
questioning  by  the  audience,  which  brought  out  that  broadcasters  are  not  doing 
as  much  editorializing  as  FCC  regulations  allow  them  to  do,  and  one  Commissioner 
said  he'd  like  for  them  to  do  more.    A  session  on  FM  painted  a  bright  future 
for  that  medium  by  using  multiplexing,  carrying  more  than  one  signal  on  a 
single  FM  frequency. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  30-May  5 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  May  5,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EEfT 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Soil  Stewardship";  and  "Report 
on  National  Land  Judging  Contest." 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thurs.  May  3,  10:35  a.m.    Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor,  in  New  York,  on  "Home 
Demonstration  Week." 

CES  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  May  5,  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDD. 
After  12  days  vegetating  to  mend  a  chipped  vertebra)     Claude  left  the 
hospital  today.    Although  he  can't  lift  anything  heavier  than  a  forkful  of 
groceries  for  some  time,  he  plans  to  return  to  his  mike side  next  week.  From 
pillow  to  post. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  May  5,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Latin  America  as  a  Market  for 
U.S.  Farm  Products"  with  Gwynn  Garnett,  Adm'r  of  FAS;  and  "The  High  Cost  of 
Plant  Diseases"  with  Dr.  F.  P.  Cullinan,  Chief,  Horticultural  Crops  Research, ARS. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Kinds  of  U.S. 
Grain  Bakers  Abroad  Prefer"  with  Ed  Bell,  head  of  Grain  Division,  FAS,  and 
Layne  Beaty. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  May  h,    "Operation  Rural  Development" 
Visual  description  of  a  new  USDA  program  for  full  and  part-time  farmers  on 
minimum  production  lands.  .  .  .  Joe  Doherty  tells  us  that  at  last  count  l6 
states  had  formed  Rural  Development  Committees  under  state  and  local  leader- 
ship.   These  Committees  represent  both  agricultural  and  non- agricultural 
agencies.    Already  3*+  pilot  counties  and  3  trade  areas  have  been  selected 
for  special  attention  under  this  program. 

Safety  is  Where  You  Practice  It 

The  time  is  drawing  near  (to  May  1^-16,  that  is)  when  those  3>000 
delegates  from  hQ  states  and  territories  swarm  into  Washington  for  "The 
President's  Conference  on  Occupational  Safety".    They  will  especially  include 
a  lot  of  farm  folks  for  the  Agricultural  Safety  Clinic  here  at  the  Department 
on  May  15.    See  you  then. 

National  Radio  Week  -  Coming  Up.' 

According  to  our  calendar,  Farm  Job  Safety  Clinic  comes  right  in  the 
middle  of  National  Radio  Week,  which  the  National  Association  of  Radio  and 
Television  Broadcasters  tells  us  is  set  for  May  13  through  the  19th.  The 
safest  place  that  week  seems  likely  to  be  around  the  family  shrines,  the 
radio  and  TV  sets,  listening  in  on  the  farm  programs. 

Bill  Zipf ,  TONS,  Columbus,  now  has  10  minutes  daily  at  noon  on  TV,  plus  his 
regular  newspaper  and  radioactivity,  and  recently  shared  with  an  OIC  pig 
the  front  page  of  a  Sunday  supplement,  in  color. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  ' 
Radio  Cj  Television  Service 


